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ABSTRACT

Theoretical Foundations and Historical Realities
of Manchuria’s Distinctiveness in the Context of
Manchukuo’s Establishment

Jeong Seryeon

This article investigates the theoretical background and practical
development of the discourse on the “independence of
Manchuria” (iU % B /) before and after the establishment of
Manchukuo(§illE). After the Russo-Japanese War(gz [ ik 4#), Japan
expanded its concessions in Manchuria and institutionalized
historical and geographical research through the South Manchuria
Railway Company(pg s PH5E S & iit) and its Research Department
of Manchuria and Koreaj ff J&& o i B 3 45 50). These academic
projects sought to define Manchuria as a region distinct from China,
emphasizing “regional uniqueness” and “ethnic distinctiveness” to
legitimize Japanese expansion. Leading scholars such as Shiratori
Kurakichi(f5 B &), Inaba Iwakichi(f5#%575), and Yano Jin’ichi(4:

I¥{~—) conceptualized Manchuria as an autonomous historical entity
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and systematized its past outside of the Chinese historical framework.

With the establishment of Manchukuo in 1932, Zheng Xiaoxu(fi
245) issued the Manzhouguo Jianguo Suwonyang Shilte(" i B9 e
B )5 e g ). While drawing upon existing Japanese scholarship,
this document marked a significant shift by identifying the SushenCfj
M) as the primordial ancestors of the Manchus. This innovation
departed from the earlier genealogical sequence of Goguryeo(i541)
#E)-Balhae(#)ip)-Jin(<)-Qing(j%) and reflected both the intellectual
legacy of the Qing dynasty’s Qinding Manzhou Yuanliu Kao(" 515 i
W% 3) and the influence of Japanese historiography. As an
official government document, the Suwonyang Shiltie was intended
to legitimize Manchukuo’s sovereignty and identity, later forming the
basis of works such as Inaba Iwakichi’s Manshiikoku-shi tsiaron(Tijj
NS i)

This article argues that the Suwonyang Shiltie articulated the idea
of “Manchurianism for the Manchus”Giill A D il -7%), not as a
narrow ethnonationalist doctrine monopolized by a single group,
but as an inclusive concept embracing all peoples residing in
Manchuria and Mongolia—including Han Chinese, Mongols, and
others-on the basis of equality. By redefining the historical and
ethnic foundations of “Manchurians,” Manchukuo sought to present
itself as a modern nation-state with legitimate territory, sovereignty,
and people. These discourses became the foundation of Manchukuo
historiography (il 52 £ and developed further into the broader
field of “Manchukuo Studies”Gii#ll[5£2), shaping the institutionalized
historical consciousness of Manchukuo within the intellectual

landscape of modern East Asia.
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Keywords: Manchukuo, independence of Manchuria(i@#i#&E1t), Suwonyang
Shiltie("mIMNEBZEI R 5888 1), Manzhou Yuanliu Kaol" $REEMINIR %), Mansha-
koku-shi tsaron ("M E 5 i@ a.)
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ABSTRACT

Manchukuo’s Border Rule and the Orochen:
Special Ethnic Policies in the Heilongjiang
Frontier

Song Inju

This study analyzes the border governance strategy and “special
ethnic policy” of Manchukuo through a close examination of Heihe
Province in the upper Heilongjiang region. Focusing on the
Orochen, a Tungusic hunting and reindeer-herding community, the
paper explores how Manchukuo and the Japanese authorities
sought to control and mobilize border populations for strategic
purposes.

In response to rising military tensions in the 1930s, Manchukuo
and the Kwantung Army established administrative and military
institutions in Heihe, turning the region into both a defense zone
and a resource base. The Orochen were organized into forest
defense units and became subjects of ethnographic surveys and

cultural othering within Japan’s broader colonial vision.
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Contrary to the ideology of “Five Races Harmony,” the Orochen
policy was driven by discriminatory mobilization and control,
revealing how borderland populations were instrumentalized for
resource extraction and frontier surveillance. Heihe functioned not
just as a peripheral province, but as a strategic complex combining
military, administrative, and economic aims.

By highlighting the gap between Manchukuo’s official rhetoric
and its actual governance practices, this paper sheds new light on
the structure of northern frontier rule and the roles played by
“special ethnic groups.” It contributes to a more nuanced understand-
ing of colonial border management and indigenous transformations

under Japanese imperialism.

Keywords: Manchukuo, Amur, Orochen, Five Races Harmony, special ethnic
groups, Heihe Province
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ABSTRACT

Japanese Intelligence War against the Soviet
Union in Harbin as a Frontier City of Manchukuo:
A Focus on the Harbin Gakuin Academy

Jeon Kyoungsun

Even before the establishment of Manchukuo, Manchuria was a
contested space where the interests of Imperial Japan and Imperial
Russia-later the Soviet Union-were sharply opposed. Harbin,
constructed by Imperial Russia as a strategic base for its eastern
expansion in connection with the construction of railroads, became
a strategic base for Japan in its confrontation with the Soviet Union,
as the balance of power shifted following the establishment of
Manchukuo. In this city, the Harbin Gakuin Academy was
established as an educational institution dedicated to training
specialists on the Soviet Union who were proficient in Russian.

The predecessor of Harbin Gakuin Academy was the Japan-
Russia Association School ([ @& &2k, established under the

initiative of Gotd Shinpei(#£E#H14>), the first president of the South
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Manchuria Railway Company (Mantetsu, jfi$#). From its inception,
the school functioned as the leading institution for training
specialists in Russian affairs and, after 1917, in Soviet affairs. In April
1933, a year after the establishment of Manchukuo, it was renamed
the Harbin Gakuin Academy. By 1940, it had developed into a four-
year institution, the Harbin Gakuin Academy of the Manchurian
National University.

After the establishment of Manchukuo, students and graduates of
the Harbin Gakuin Academy engaged in Soviet-related affairs. Upon
graduation, they were mainly assigned to the Ministry of the Army
or the Mantetsu, in which knowledge of the Russian language was
needed. The Northern Manchurian Section of the Mantetsu’s third
Research Department, in particular, employed the largest number of
graduates from the academy, who conducted investigations into a
wide range of Soviet-related affairs. Harbin had already served as a
major center for the Kwantung Army’s special service agencies even
before the founding of Manchukuo. Another key posting for Harbin
Gakuin Academy graduates was the Harbin Special Agency(M {31
FrEsER).

The Kwantung Army’s intelligence activities against the Soviet
Union in Manchukuo were carried out through close cooperation
among its Special Service Agency, Mantetsu’s Research Department
(Northern Manchurian Section), and the Harbin Gakuin Academy. In
particular, the Harbin Gakuin Academy functioned as a principal
source of personnel, supplying Russian-fluent specialists for anti-

Soviet operations.
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ABSTRACT

Trade Networks in the Middle and Upper Yalu
River Basin during the 2nd-1st Centuries
BCE and Goguryeo

Lee Gyuho

This paper focuses on the trade networks that included the middle
and upper Yalu River basin in relation to the establishment and
operation of Canghai Commandery (Al and the First Xuantu
Commandery (X4 #). Previous scholarship has generally under-
stood the installation of these commanderies as encompassing
Yemaek societies, which included Goguryeo as well as the Okjeo
and Yemaek groups along the East Coast. In this study, however, it
is argued that the strong desire of indigenous powers—including
Goguryeo—for trade with the Central Plain dynasties, rooted in
networks dating back to the Wiman Joseon period, was a decisive
factor. This could only be realized through compromise with Han,
which sought to control the Dongyi region.

Traditionally, Canghai Commandery has been interpreted by
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linking the seat of its government with the base of Namryeo (Fg[#]),
who appeared as a representative of indigenous groups. Yet the title
“Lord of Ye” (3%7#) is understood as bestowed by the Han court.
Considering that Han often conferred differentiated ranks on various
non-Han leaders according to need, this does not necessarily prove
that he was the most dominant chieftain within a community of
280,000 households. Moreover, the presence of the character hai (Jf,
“sea”) in the commandery’s name does not mean that its seat must
be located on the coast. Accordingly, Namryeo’s base is placed on
the East Coast, while the seat of Canghai Commandery is interpreted
as being in the middle and upper Yalu River basin.

The fact that the establishment of Canghai Commandery was
driven by commercial concerns, together with the importance of the
middle and upper Yalu River basin as a hub for the fur trade since
the Wiman Joseon period, suggests that local groups in this area
strongly desired trade with Han. As Han’s conflict with Wiman
Joseon intensified, it sought to apply external pressure by appeasing
neighboring groups, for which the creation of commanderies was a
useful means. Although Canghai Commandery was abolished after
only three years due to cost issues, its original plan was inherited by
the First Xuantu Commandery after the fall of Wiman Joseon.

Following the establishment of the First Xuantu Commandery,
the trade networks of this region came under Han’s direct control.
Indigenous groups, which had previously profited from trade
outside the commandery’s administration, now faced a different
situation. Unlike Canghai Commandery, the First Xuantu Commandery

placed a county seat at Okjeo Fortress, thereby securing easier access
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to East Coast specialties. In response, the indigenous communities of
the middle and upper Yalu River—then forming the most advanced
society in the region—consolidated and resisted the commandery’s
rule. The recorded incursions of the Yemaek (#3317 are interpreted
here as part of this process. Thereafter, Han’s plan to dominate
regional trade through commanderies shifted into a form of
intermediary trade controlled by Goguryeo, with the Second Xuantu

Commandery serving as the conduit.

Keywords: Canghai Commandery(&/&#8), Xuantu Commandery(%Z28),
Lord of Ye(#&%), Goguryeol= A1), Okjeo(;%:H)
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ABSTRACT

Who Will Repel the Invaders?: Local Military
Mobilization in Late Goryeo

Jung Donghun

After the mid-14th century, Goryeo faced a national crisis due to
frequent invasions by Japanese pirates (Wakou) and the Red
Turbans. In response, the political, social, and economic systems
were reorganized to serve military objectives, and a wartime total
mobilization system was established, deploying as many people and
resources as possible to the front lines. However, by the time King
Gongmin ascended the throne, the existing central military system
had effectively collapsed, making it impossible for the central army
alone to respond to threats across the country. Establishing local
defensive bases or garrison troops was also difficult, so each region
had to rely on ad hoc measures. This raises the question: what
human resources did localities mobilize for defense?

Numerous cases show that local officials took the lead in

mobilizing troops on site. The primary targets for mobilization were
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former officials, followed by local elites, and even lower-class
individuals skilled in horsemanship. Meanwhile, generals dispatched
from the capital did not command large armies but rather led small
elite units and directed locally mobilized forces. They organized
troops according to local circumstances and, during battle, deployed
their own followers (such as retainers or personal aides) alongside
local recruits.

In border regions such as the northeastern and northwestern
frontiers, the government established Manho-bu (Myriarchate) to
institutionalize the private military power of local strongmen. When
these local elites organized military forces, the king granted them
official titles such as Manho (Myriarchy) and bestowed supple-
mentary ranks or blank appointment certificates to their followers,
delegating both mobilization and reward authority. Commanders
maintained private groups of followers, who formed the core of
troop mobilization. When these groups distinguished themselves in
battle, both the leader and his followers could receive official posts.

In summary, local troop mobilization in late Goryeo was not the
result of a centrally coordinated plan, but rather was carried out
flexibly under the leadership of local elites and officials. Generals
dispatched from the capital or local strongmen were granted full
authority over mobilization, leadership, and rewards, and they
organized and mobilized human and material resources based on
their pre-existing networks of followers. The issues of private
landholdings and private armies, often cited as major social
problems in late Goryeo, emerged from this context.

This structure persisted until the transition to a centralized
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military system after the founding of Joseon, and it led to the
“universal conscription of commoners” principle in early Joseon.
The militarization of late Goryeo was thus a transitional phenom-
enon in which wartime mobilization and private military networks
coexisted, laying the foundation for the military system of early

Joseon.

Keywords: militarization, military mobilization, local gentry, myriarchate,
personal retainers, private army, universal conscription of commoners
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ABSTRACT

North Korean Military Command System
Formation and Soviet Union Influence in the
Early Period of the Korean War

Kim Seonho

When the Korean War broke out in 1950, the North Korean Army
was commanded by the General Staff Ministry of National
Defense(MND). The General Staff established the front command
post on June 26, and commanded the entire unit through the first
auxiliary command post on the western front and the second
auxiliary command post on the eastern front. And the name of the
auxiliary command post was officially changed to Corps Command
in early July.

North Korea’s military command system was reorganized for the
first time on July 4, 1950. On July 4, the North Korean leadership
appointed Kim Il-sung as supreme commander, giving him the
highest command of the North Korean Army. In addition, on July

5th, the Frontline Command, 1st Corps, and 2nd Corps were
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established. From July 5th, the Frontline Command conducted all
operations on behalf of the General Staff of the MND, and the MND
was solely responsible for supporting the war.

The reorganization of North Korea’s military command system
was not independently conceived by the North Korean leadership,
but was conceived by the Soviet Army General Staff and the Soviet
Military Advisory Group. Also, at the time of the war, North Korea’s
attack plan was prepared by the Soviet Military Advisory Group.
Therefore, in the early days of the Korean War, both the attack plan
and the military command system were created under the absolute
influence of the Soviet Union. And North Korea’s monolithic
leadership system was born when Kim Il-sung was appointed

supreme commander during the Korean War.

Keywords: Korean War, North Korean Ministry of National Defense, Supreme
Commander of the North Korean Army, Soviet Military Advisory Group,
North Korea’s Monolithic Leadership System, Choi Yong-keon, Kim Chaek
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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of the Description of Korean Ancient
History in Japanese Textbooks:
Focusing on Analyzing the Cause of Problematic
Description and Finding an Alternatives

Jeong Dongjun

In this article, I reviewed the history textbooks of elementary
schools, middle schools, and high schools in Japan described based
on the ‘Curriculum guideline’ revised in 2017 and 2018, and
analyzed in detail by dividing them into intentional distortion,
cultural transmission, territory problems, and ancient Korea-Japan
relations. The results of the review are as follows.

In the case of intentional distortion, there was not enough source
criticism on various historical sources, including Japanese historical
records. It was interesting to note that in the description of the 3rd
and 6th centuries, this was only seen in specific textbooks from a
specific publisher, while in the description of the 8th centuries, it

was appeared differently in the same publisher. It seems that the
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insufficient source criticism was a common phenomenon in
Japanese academia until the 1970s, and some textbooks followed it.
Therefore, T think it is sufficient to actively demand correction of
this.

While elementary and middle schools’ ‘Curriculum guideline’
refer to the acceptance of civilization only as ‘continent’, high
schools’ ‘Curriculum guideline’ state the Korean Peninsula in part. As
a result of the review, there were problematic cases only in the
elementary and middle schools’ textbooks, and no in the high
school textbooks. The pattern of distortion was also becoming
subtle by omitting the role of the Korean Peninsula in the process of
cultural exchange and emphasizing only the influence of the
continent (or China) in ancient Japanese politics and culture. It has
been a characteristic of the so-called Japanese prewar historiography.
Therefore, it is necessary to point out this point and demand
correction.

Many contents are indirectly affected by the colonialist
historiography and the Mimana Nihon-fu theory, because the current
Japanese academia is basically in the position of negating the early
records of Samguksagi(— % i). This resulted in underestimating
the growth of Baekje and Silla from the 3rd to the 4th century, or
grasping the situation in the 4th and Sth centuries, focusing on the
confrontation between Goguryeo and Japan. In this regard, the
former should criticize the denial of the early records of
Samguksagi and we should persuade about the latter that there was
no force in the Japanese archipelago that could lead the

confrontation with Goguryeo by sending troops to the Korean
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Peninsula in the 4th and 5th centuries. For this persuasion, it will be
necessary to slowly improve awareness through continuous

exchanges with Japanese academia and civil society.

Keywords: Japanese textbooks, Curriculum guideline, Distortion, Source
criticism, Colonialist historiography, Mimana Nihon-fu theory
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The Ancient State of PuyO in Northeast Asia.
Archaeology and Historical Memory(Mark E.
Byington, Harvard University East Asia Center, 2016)
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