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ABSTRACT

Diplomacy with Tang China (Jf) and Political
Trends of Koguryo (5fJfE) from 624 to 642

Yun Seonghwan

This article discusses the direction and change of Koguryo’s diplomacy
with Tang China from 624 to 642. From 624, Koguryo had concentrated
its diplomatic efforts on inducing the Koguryo policy of peaceful
coexistence that the Tang had already declared. However, unlike the
expectation of Koguryo, in the third lunar month of 625 the Tang made
the internal decision that it would be able to turn the policy of Koguryo
in an aggressive direction in accordance with the change of
circumstances. As a result, the two countries failed to agree on what
level and on what manner to form the tributary appointment
relationship (i &= it Bt 67). However, as the power of the Eastern
Turks (Z2JiK) weakened from 627, nomadic society in Liaoxi GG p4)
was shaken. In the ninth lunar month of 628, Koguryo delivered a
“formal map” (BH1k]E]) to the Tang. This was a symbolic diplomatic act

to convey to the Tang the message that Koguryo would not seek to
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expand its power into the Liaoxi region as the Eastern Turks weakened.
It seems that Koguryo reminded the Tang of the establishment of the
tributary appointment relationship between the two countries and
reaffirmed the Koguryo policy of peaceful coexistence with the Tang.
The expansion of the Great Wall of Koguryo (T H E#%), which was
started in 630 with the destruction of the Eastern Turks, was an
extension of such diplomatic efforts. These facts indicate that the
establishment of the tributary appointment relationship did not mean
the establishment of a unified international order centered on China. At
the same time, this shows that Koguryo’s diplomatic goals for Tang
were consistent in the 620s. However, Tang caused the breakdown in
Koguryo’s consistent diplomatic efforts. Therefore, Koguryo suspended
long-term diplomacy with the Tang.

However, in 639, King Yeongnyu (4:8f ) suddenly resumed
diplomacy with the Tang. In the following year, he dispatched a crown
prince CK 1) to the Tang and demanded the study of the nobility. This
was not due to changes in international circumstances but rather to
domestic political instability, and was an effort to establish King
Yeongnyu’s succession. This attempt of King Yeongnyu faced the
rebellion of Dae Yang (A %), the brother of the king. But after 641, it
secured the support of the central and local governments.
Subsequently, Dae Yang politically agreed with Yeon Gaesomun (=5
fix 30, who was being held in noble society at the time, and King
Yeongnyu appointed Yeon Gaesomun to the position of Great Wall of
Koguryo Construction Supervisor in 642 in order to separate the two
forces. Six months later, when Dae Yang died, the king Yeongnyu and

nobles stimulated the removal of Dae Yang’s remaining force, Yeon
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Gaesomun. However, as the plan was leaked, Yeon Gaesomun
conducted a coup. Unlike as suggested in previous studies, Yeon
Gaesomun was not a hardliner in the Tang. Rather, he held a firm
stance regarding the Tang after the seizure of power was largely
undertaken by the Tang. His motive for a coup was a power struggle
over the succession of the royal family, which became the defining
element of the regime’s future direction. Finally, in the early 640s, King
Yeongnyu’s rule became related to the change in the character of
Koguryo-Tang diplomacy, and this must be studied in relation to the
kingship regime and social change in this period.

Kk

Keywords: Koguryo (8 E), King Yeongnyu (582 F), Yeon Gaesomun (i
#Z#20), Dae Yang (KF5), diplomacy with Tang China (E), the tributary
appointment relationship, formal map (¥#15[&l), the Great Wall of Koguryo (F
ERH)
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ABSTRACT

“Cold War Liberalism” and the Private Property
Discourse of the Korean Democratic Party Soon
After World War II: Focusing on Land Reform Policy

Hwang Byeongju

The aim of this article is to verify the land reform discourse of the
Korean Democratic Party (KDP) soon after World War II. Emerging in
the Cold War system, land reform was one of the most important issues
in East Asian countries such as China, Japan, and Korea. In particular,
the issue of land reform in China and in Korea was critical because
both countries essentially were agrarian societies. This was the key
point for determining the orientation of social reform and the identity
of the reforms.

Land reform in South Korea was based on liberalism-capitalism, and
differed from the land reform in North Korea, which was based on
socialism. The KDP was a classic liberal party in South Korea. The party
had no definite policy of land reform just after liberation. Song

Chinwoo, the most prominent member of the KDP, began to insist on
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land nationalization from the end of 1945. But the KDP changed its
policy on land reform in early 1946. The party began to insist on
confiscation with compensation and an onerous distribution of land,
which was based on the principle of private ownership.

The KDP’s change of policy was related to the policy of the United
States Army Military Government in Korea (USAMGIK). USAMGIK
supported the Left-Right Coalition Committee and prepared the
disposal of vested property for creating a foundation of support. The
United States wanted to diffuse the right of private ownership in Korea.
As a result, the KDP began to internalize the program of liberalism,

which was under the aegis of the United States.

Keywords: land reform, liberalism, Korean Democratic Party, private property,
nationalization, Cold War
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ABSTRACT

Cold War Liberalism and the Post-liberal Turn in
Korean Politics: Focusing on Rhee Syngman and
Park Chung Hee

Yun Haedong

When discussing liberalism in Korea, one must take into account the
colonial nature of liberalism. Combined with the hegemony of the
capitalist world order, liberalism has often manifested certain
imperialistic traits. This stems from classical liberalism, which advocated
possessive individualism, the underlying colonialism of which
combined with racism provided the background for the logic of “the
civilizing mission.” Received by a non-Western society or a colony,
liberalism not only functioned as an ideology of domination but in its
encounter with anti-colonialism was sometimes incorporated into an
ideology of resistance. Such paradoxical ambivalence, coming from the
colonial nature of liberalism, was an inevitable characteristic of colonial
liberalism. The same can be said of Korea’s case.

In examining the liberal aspects of the political ideologies of Rhee
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Syngman and Park Chung Hee, it is important to pay attention to the
changes that were happening in the Cold War along with the Cold War
liberalism of the United States and the ordoliberalism of West Germany.
With the Korean War, the Cold War was rapidly militarized, but entered
a stable phase in the 1960s as it became politicized. The militarization
and politicization of the Cold War were strongly connected with the
changes in the political ideologies of the 1950s and the 1960s. In
conjunction with an intense anti-communism, the Cold War liberalism
of the United States deeply affected the anti-communist liberalism
upheld by Rhee Syngman while also helping to stabilize his regime. On
the other hand, the West German model of development based on
ordoliberalism and a “policy of triumph over communism” through
power had a tremendous influence on Park Chung Hee. It provided the
source for Park’s relentless pursuit of economic growth under the flag
of “homeland modernization.”

Although the Cold War liberalism of Rhee Syngman advocated
liberal values, patriotism always took priority. Rhee put a great amount
of faith in the liberal economic order, too. Contrarily, to Park Chung
Hee, liberal individualism was essentially something that should defer
to “the value of the greater freedom.” In what can be termed a post-
liberal turn, Park’s regime was able to gain some latitude to evade the
liberal regulations of the world system. Park also attempted to
monistically redefine democracy, thereby mobilizing nationalism in

pursuit of the modernization of Korea.

Keywords: cold war liberalism, post-liberal turn, possessional liberalism,
colonialism, anti-colonialism, Rhee Syngman, Park Chung Hee, Ordoliberalism
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ABSTRACT

Cold War Liberalism in Postwar Japan:
An Interpretation of Maruyama Masao’s Realistic
Liberalism

JANG In-Sung

This paper explains what Japanese progressive liberalism was in
postwar Japan by clarifying Maruyama Masao’s “Cold War Liberalism,”
focusing especially on his realism and nationalism searching for
“democracy” and “peace” in the context of the early Cold War Japan.
Maruyama’s Cold War liberalism can be grasped from two perspectives:
how the Cold War defined his liberalism and how Maruyama
interpreted the Cold War as a liberalist in postwar Japan. The liberal
interpretation of the Cold War captures the spatial manifestations of
liberalism in the Cold War while Cold War liberalism was to grasp the
temporal succession of modern Japan.

Maruyama revealed his liberal thinking by combining it to his idea
of nationalism and realism. He was concerned about the reshaping of

the fascist atmosphere provoked by anti-communism emerging from
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the Cold War confrontation structure. He sought “neutrality” and
“peace” to overcome the so-called “two worlds” of the Cold War. And
he stressed the importance of “fair judgment” and “autonomous
association” to restrain the fascistic atmosphere in postwar Japan. For
Maruyama, subjectivity aimed at the concept of “nation” rather than
“citizen,” and nationalism was a condition for “democracy” and “peace”
in postwar Japan. Maruyama’s critical liberalism worked through

nationalism and realism.

Keywords: Maruyama Masao, Cold War liberalism, Postwar Japan, democracy,
peace, liberty, realism, nationalism
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ABSTRACT

“Textbook Right-wing” and Strategic Use of War
Damages: Focussing on Middle School History
Textbook Descriptions and Political Trends

Ha Jongmun

After Japan’s defeat in 1945, the country developed and distributed a
victim mentality concerning the Asia-Pacific War. Descriptions were
derived from such contexts as government-approved history textbooks,
which consistently increased over the years. And Japan’s victim
mentality resulted in contrasting pros and cons. Conservative political
agendas led by the Liberal Democratic Party succeeded in spreading a
message of anti-nuclear, anti-war, and pacifism from that victim
mentality, whereas the denial of a perpetrator perspective and of
responsibility for war crimes shunned further possibilities for a
universal alliance for peace. Right-wing revisionist groups, including
the Japanese Society of History Textbook Reform and the Japan
Education Rebirth Institute, were motivated by the ironical side of

victim mentality.
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This study explains how descriptions of destruction during the Asia-
Pacific War have changed over time by examining two middle school
history textbooks edited by right-wing revisionist groups. The focus
was specifically on Japan’s war damage, such as the bombing of Tokyo,
the atomic bombings, the Battle of Okinawa, the Siberia Internment,
and the Tokyo Trial, which had a close correlation with the recent issue
of amending the Constitution. By tracking specific changes and their
meanings over time, this paper reveals the connection of right-wing
revisionists in the textbook committee with politics.

The right-wing revisionist groups were “innovative” in the sense that
they substituted empathy for the victim with nationalism and added
anti-American sentiment to their needs. In this respect, the anti-
American context in 2011 and the government’s approval of history
textbooks in 2015 may be explained by relating domestic and
international controversies surrounding visits to Yasukuni Shrine in
December, 2013. The mechanism of “anti-American to the extreme”
history textbook committees supporting the “outspoken” Prime Minister

Abe Shinzo consolidates the conservative swing.

Keywords: History textbooks, Victim mentality, War crime responsibility,
Asia-Pacific War, Pacifism, Post-war history, Right-wing revisionists, Anti-
Americanism
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