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[ABSTRACT]

War, Historical Memory and the Future of the Asia Pacific:
Japan, the United States and the Yasukuni Problem

Mark Selden

The issues that continue to swirl around Yasukuni Shrine, the
military comfort women, the Nanjing Massacre and other
controversies rooted in colonialism and the Asia—Pacific War are
critical to the future of the Asia Pacific region and the US—Japan
relationship. Why, six decades later, at a time when Cold War
passions have faded, and when the economies and even cultures of
China, Japan and Korea are deeply and positively intertwined, do the
issues of war, war memory, and war representation repeatedly
threaten to explode into regional and global conflict? Are the memory
wars reenacted by historians, social scientists and humanists
condemned to reify indefinitely the national and nationalistic
premises that underlie these persistent disputes and pave the way to
conflict and war?

In addressing these issues, I will foreground the “Yasukuni
problem,” perhaps the most intractable of these volatile questions
because it is so deeply embedded in the complex set of issues
surrounding Japanese empire, war, emperor, religion and identity. [
hope thereby to clarify issues of comparative nationalisms, to show
the ways in which Yasukuni issues are deeply intertwined with the

US—Japan relationship, and to point to certain distinctive charac-
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teristics of Japanese nationalism that have made the problem so
intractable. It is important to state clearly at the outset the reason for
undertaking this analysis: it is to search for resolution of the problem
in ways that will contribute to mutual understanding among the
nations and peoples of East Asia and the Asia Pacific, including
Japan, China, Korea and the United States.

I will emphasize three points about the “Yasukuni Problem” and
contemporary nationalisms that seem absent in much of the
discussion in Japan, Asia and internationally. The first is the need to
transcend an exclusively Japanese perspective by locating the issues
within the framework of the Japan—US relationship that has
dominated Japanese politics for more than six decades; the second is
the importance of locating “Yasukuni nationalism” within the broader
purview of competing nationalisms in the Asia Pacific, including
Chinese, Korean and US nationalisms; the third requires that we
deconstruct “the Japanese,” to recognize deep fissures among the
Japanese people with respect to Yasukuni, nationalism, the emperor

in whose name Japan fought, and memories of colonialism and war.

keywords
war, historical memory, the future of the Asia Pacific, Yasukuni
Problem, history matters, reconciliation, war crimes, US—Japan

alliance, Yasukuni nationalism, state terrorism
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[ABSTRACT]

Yasukuni Shrine Problem in Taiwan

— On historical recognitions and conflicts —

Yu, Naiming

The neighboring countries and people of Japan questions Yasukuni
Shrine because of 14 convicted class A war criminals during World
War II are worshipped, which shows strong militarism. They also
protest against the current Prime Minister for visiting the Shrine,
However, Taiwan is a country with several ethnic groups, therefore
Taiwanese have different views on Yasukuni depending on ethnic
groups, which have different historical recognition and experiences.
This paper is to discuss the background and reasons behind this
phenomenon and to highlight the contrasting views presented by Li
denghui from Minan ethnic group and Kaochin Sumei from Native

ethnic group of Taiwan,

keywords
Yasukuni Shrine Problem in Taiwan, ethnic groups, historical
recognition, historical experiences, Li denghui, Minan ethnic group,

Kaochin Sumei, Native ethnic group of Taiwan
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[ABSTRACT]

Seeking the Possibility of Pluralistic History Teaching for
Historical Reconciliation

— Focused on the learning of Yasukuni —

Park, Joonghyun

Yasukuni—Shrine may be called a symbol of controversies over the
view of history between Korea and Japan. Yasukuni comprises the
emotions of the bereaved families of the Japanese spirits departed
and enshrined there and the race feelings of the bereaved families of
the spirits from various Asian countries who are also enshrined there
‘for no reason, Japanese viewpoint of Yasukuni controversy is
different from Koreans. After all, Yasukuni controversy is related to
the view of history that Japan drove its own people to battlefields and
is responsible for the past wars and future possible wars as well.

This thesis aims to reflect, in school classes, the praises devoted to
the deceased so as to send Japanese people to war and the
responsibilities of war criminals who brought damages to neighboring
countries. The responsibility of war crimes is particularly important
in considering the future of East Asia and Historical Reconciliation.’
Just acknowledging or, at least, perceiving the said responsibility
would lay the foundation for the East Asian community to be formed.

Students view of history is a product of the historical facts they
already know, their other knowledge, their view of their history and

society, and their own values. Based on their view of history, students



will contend that ‘their knowledge of history is correct, demon-
strating or persuading others their correctness. In order to cultivate
their ability to do that, they need to have a view of pluralism.

The pluralism advocated by Tessa Morris—Suzuki understands that
the cultural identity of each individual is complex and does not link
the identity to a nation or civilization but combines it with diverse
nations and/or civilizations, In particular, Morris—Suzuki asserts that,
when their surroundings have been changed, the same people will
change their identity and stress a different identity. The pluralism
will be also transformed according to changes of the society and/or
amended according to changes of generations.

The pluralism recognizes that a value or identity is not given but
created. The human society inherits multiple and diverse traditions,
which are meant to expand the potentiality of humans. The pluralism
also believes that conflicts between various nations or minorities or
within a society is not hidden behind the barricade of the established
concept of ‘civilization." The conflicts can be resolved through
constructive mutual exchanges and adaptations.

History Teaching should recognize that history is not to be
memorized but to be ‘a dialogue between the past and the present.
Such recognition enables students to have interest in history and lead
an independent life in this globalization society, as intended by the
school subject of history. It is concerned that the topic of ‘Yasukuni
controversy will possibly accommodate the logic of Japanese people,
but the concern can be surmounted by the teachers epilogue and
discussions among students.

With the help of the class of Yasukuni controversy, students have

surpassed the linear history adopted in Korea and understood the



complex structure of Yasukuni., Furthermore, they have concern in
such issues as have not been discussed in school classes. In a word,
an effect of the history class of pluralism is that students have
become able to connect historical facts with their current life and
reinterpret the history. The effect has paved the way for the students

to go forward for historical reconciliation.

keywords
Historical Reconciliation, pluralism, Yasukuni—Shrine, Yasukuni

controversy, View of history, Pluralistic History Teaching
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[ABSTRACT]

The Koguryo Jangan castle and the capital of Silla

Kim, Heesun

The main purpose of this study is to analyze the original structure of
the central area of the Koguryo Jangan castle(E/mEE 24 and the
capital of SillaGFi§E F:) by throwing on the capital—city system and
district division. The second purpose of this study is to investigate the
interrelationship of the Koguryo Jangan castle and the capital of
Silla.

The Koguryo Jangan castle and the capital of Silla were
constructed based on the Bang(t}i) units, and both length of castle
walls, road, and principal building were measured by Koguryo foot(&
fJR). Besides both of the road system were divided into main road,
middle road, and narrow road. It is necessary to pay attention to
these similar characters of the Koguryo Jangan castle and the capital
of Silla in relation to their connection. When the Koguryo Jangan
castle was under construction, the Koguryo was maintained a close
relation with the Silla. In those days, the Silla initiated into the
buddhist culture and form of ancient tomb to Koguryo. It is also
regarded that influence of the capital—city system and district division
was instructed. Therefore it is considered that a district division of
the capital of Silla was arranged under the influence of the Koguryo

Jangan castle.
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[ABSTRACT]

A Study on the Architectural Meaning of Balhae Brick
Pagoda in Northeast Asia

Lee, Byeonggun

The purpose of this study is to see architectural meaning of Balhae
brick pagoda@#i4) in relation to relics. This study treats Balhae period
and corresponds to the northeast area in China, the north area in
Korea and the maritime province of Siberia in Russia. The main
subjects are the brick pagoda of Balhae's.

There are many relics about pagoda. At this time, we checked 3
brick pagoda in the Balhae's territory. But the majority of pagoda
were destructed. There are only one brick pagoda remained. It's name
is Young—Gwang pagoda(@)t%) in Chang—Bai city(EH). Most of
Chinese scholar suggest that Young—Gwang pagoda is very similar to
Hyun—Jang pagoda(F#4) located in Si—An city(Fi%ifi). But in my
opinion, Young—Gwang pagoda has many unique characteristics of
Balhae culture,

The Chinese research fruits about Balhae brick pagoda relics has
focused on the Tang dynasty(##f) culture in exceed. After proceeding
study, Balhae has general cultural characteristics in northeast area as
well as special cultural ones as seen in many it's cultural relics. The
right way of studying Balhae culture is understanding culture and

characteristics of relics objectively from Balhae point of view. The
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East Asian states each interpret history from a self—centered
perspective. In the final analysis, we have to consider history as

shared heritage rather than a property of individual states.

keywords
Balhae, Brick Pagoda, Young—Gwang pagoda, Hyun—Jang pagoda,

Masonry Structure, Post and Lintel Construction
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[ABSTRACT]

China’'s Ethnic Issue and Han Chinese National Ideology

Yoon, Hwytak

China is currently facing issues related to multi—ethnicity. As a
result, the Chinese government seeks to solidify national unity and
security by uniting all domestic ethnic groups into Han Chinese. This
idea naturally is reflected on China's ethnic and national identity. The
national ideology, which is also defined as China's ethnic and national
identity, takes upon the theory of multi—ethnic nation—state as its
foundation. The theory of multi—ethnic nation—state solidifies the
traditional idea that the Chinese people must be unified by strictly
applying today's perspectives into past history and by overlooking
territorial, ethnic, imperial, and national transformation. The Han
Chinese ideology, the main element of this theory, did not include the
comprehensive analyses of self-awareness and identity of each ethnic
group. Therefore, the ethnicity that currently exists within China is
seen to be formed fundamentally with the concurrent idea of
unification and nationalism. The Han Chinese ideologyonly
emphasizes the ethnic unity through Chinese history and purposely
abridges and distorts battles or conflicts among different ethnic
groups. China's current desire to unite all Chinese ethnic groups is
reflected on this historical interpretation. In the Han Chinese
ideology, the past exists solely for the sake of the present or past

history is utilized as tool to resolve currently facing issues. Con-
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sidering these points, the Han Chinese national ideology cannot be

exempt from misuse or overuse of the historical interpretation.

keywords
Theory of multi—ethnic nation—state, Chinese Nation, Han Chinese
national ideology, misuse and overuse of historical interpretation,

ethnic issue
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[ABSTRACT]

Kikuchi Kenzo's Colonial Activities in Korea and His
Recognition on Korea during the Empire of Korea and

Japanese Colonial Period

Ha, Jiyeon

This study is on Kikuchi Kenzo's Colonial Activities — especially
culture, history part — in Korea and His Recognition on Korea during
the Empire of Korea and Japanese Colonial Period.

Kikuchi Kenzo was one of the government service journalist and
an intelligence agent. He came to Korea in 1893, and went back to
Japan in 1945. Since he had acted over as long period as 52 years, the
influence of such news paper, history, etc.

Especially the book of modern history of late Chosun Dynasty and
the King Kojong(&5%), the Queen Myung—sung(8A49%), the father
of King Kojong—Hueng—sun(ZAt¥+t), he distorted historical
accounts about Korea. He attempted to distort the truth with a logic
that can be hardly understood.

Kikuchi Kenzo participate in ul-mi accident that was murder the
Queen Myung—sung in 1895. So he get expelled to Japan, and was
trial for murder. But all person who involved in ul-mi accident were
released from prison for lack of evidence. Kikuchi came back to Korea
with capacity the chief editor Hansung—shinbo.

On the other hand Kikuchi Kenzo started writing on Korean

history for justified ul-mi accident, in addition to he was asked to



5K BHLE

contribute writing new history for Japan's aggression to Korea.
therefor the modern Korea history of Kikuchi Kenzo, that gave
supported Japan's aggressive policy.

His representative writing production were "sffitFE — Kingdom
of Chosuny, "#EEEY M5 —Modern Diplomatic History of Koreay, Tt
REffeest — The Modern History of Koreay etc. And he wrote for
Magazine, Tt about recognitions on economy of Korea's, culture of
Korea. All his writings were influenced ower perception, and his
distortion on Korean history were fatal strike for our historical

recognition.

keywords
Kikuchi Kenzo, Queen Myung—sung, Modern Diplomatic History of
Korea Colonial Actiity
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[ABSTRACT]

Colonial Thoughts of Japanese in Korea during their

Repatriation

Choi, Youngho

This thesis investigates how Japanese people in Korea perceived
about yesterday's colonial regime during their repatriation soon after
the defeat of Japan. Writer analyzed resources of Chosun Govern-
ment General, newsletters of Sewakai (Japanese Relief Society) as
official reports and personal memoirs of Japanese repatriates. We can
confirm the perception of Japanese people in the records which
almost of Japanese did not think of Korean liberation or political
change as national independence. And they did not throw off their
conservative thoughts about the results of Japanese Empire toward
Korean people. We can also find the perceptions of Japanese people in
Sewakai's newsletters which many Japanese wanted to remain in
Korea even after defeated, and they were changing their minds to
repatriate into Japan as time went on.

As a remarkable outcome of this study, the writer tried to
categorize the Japanese people’s perception about yesterday's
colonialism in Korea as following 5 types : @ Perception that the
political and economic conditions was same to both Japanese and
Korean people under the colonial rule. @ Perception emphasizing the
beauty of Korean nature not looking after squarely the political and

economic conditions, @ Perception emphasizing changed status at



SHHtE A% Q10| HEDHOIN LElLt AlD

X| K[H{Of T8t OIAl

that time ignoring yesterday. @ Perception that Japanese people was
good manager under the colonial regime, ® Perception that regrets
not having governed Korea better under the yesterday's government.
We can find the articles showing such the classified perceptions in the
newsletter and memoirs written by Japanese people waiting their

repatriation.

keywords
Defeat of Japan, Chosun Government General, Japanese in Korea,

Sewakai, remain, repatriation, perception about Colonialism
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[ABSTRACT]

The Japanese Return and Changing Recognition from the

Colonial Joseon

Kim, Kyungnam

Through Japanese people that were returned to their home from
colonial Joseon by Japanese defeat in 1945, this paper is examined
about their circumstances and changing recognition on Korea, divided
into during the occupation by coalition forces, recovery of autonomy
and high growth period of Japan. By carrying this study, the recent
and contemporary history of Korea and Japan can be understood
successionally.

The Japanese returned to home made groups to look for rights
and interests of themselves. One of the groups was the alliance class
reunion(f#& A2 that had nothing to do with their politics incli-
nation, the other was Dowa association([Eff7&) consisted of former
government officials who had worked for the colonial Japanese
authorities., All both groups acted as the mediators to normalize
Korea—Japan relationships but they were excluded by Korea—Japan
government's policy line on issues dealt with their property rights
which was left in Korea.

The turning points which were vastly changed returnees’
recognition on Korea were as follows. The first was Japan' Surrender
Declaration, 1945 and Repatriation of Overseas Japanese. The second

was that Japan's War Criminals were passed a death sentence in the
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International Military Tribunal for the Far East, by being taken the
war referred to as A Holy War(228%) for A War Crime®ZLIE). The
third was the formation of the anti—communism consciousness by the
division of the two Koreas and Cold War. The fourth was the fact that
their recognition had been changed on South and North Korean by
the growth of South Korea economy since 88Olympics.

In the recent, Japanese government began to recognize returnees
as the greatest war victims. It is verified with such evidences as
various memorials, monument, and the activation of the Shrine(iiit).
For instance, there are Yasukuni Shrine (UEiit) and Peace
Memorial Museum(FFRIGCEER). Yet they have some of the psycho-
logical pressure and damage in Japan of colony contempt behind
these conducts. On the other hand, now most old returnees wanted to
go again where they were born, bred before dying. They also hope
their hometown is always safe from any dangers.

After all returnees has been changed from war criminals or
imperial collaborators to the greatest war victims or peace protectors
by the rise in international position and domestic and foreign
changing perception of Japan. Most of returnees, however, don't feel
the sense of guilt on theirselves conduct exploited the colony or
occupied territory. It is that they have the feeling of being victimized
in their life by the defeat’ and Tepatriation’. Also, it is that Japanese
government continues public relations toward the people for
returnees. The correct evaluation of Japanese returnees is an
important problem to uprightly understand and set history of Korea—

Japan or East Asia.
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[ABSTRACT]

Understanding Contemporary Japanese Society through

“Korea Wave' and “Hate Korea Wave’

Han, Jungsun

This article examines the recent phenomena of “Korea Wave
(Kanryu”)” and “Hate Korea Wave (Kenkanryu’) in contemporary
Japanese society. I argue that the “(Hate) Korea Wave” is a part of
larger phenomena related to the disintegration of “main stream
consciousness  during the economic recession of the 1990s. The “main
stream consciousness  refers to the collective self—perception of
Japanese people in which 90% of Japanese considered themselves as
members of new middle—class. Both “Korea Wave  and “Hate Korea
Wave” have their roots in populism embedded in the frustration and
distrust toward the established order and the ambivalent expectation
for reform of the existing social system. It still remains to be seen
how these contradictory undercurrents in Japanese society will

transform Japan's self—perception and view of the other.

keywords
Korea Wave, Hate Korea Wave, mainstream consciousness, mass—

media, populism
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